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Welcome to the  
Second Language (L2)  
learning at the ESH

The starting point for L2 lessons is the common curriculum 
for second language acquisition. The objectives are based on 
the Common European Framework of reference for Modern 
Foreign Languages: learning, teaching and assessment.

When learning the second language attention is paid to  
the following skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
The classes offer a wide variety of language activities cover - 
ing topics related to pupils’ experiences. Wherever possible, 
these topics are aligned with Discovery of the World topics. 
The levels within one year group can be very diverse and this 
will be taken into account by teachers, who select a variety of 
resources and methods to cater for the different needs. 

Language learning is seen as a continuous step-by-step 
learning process taking into consideration the individuality  
of each student. We take into account the individual  
pupil’s starting point on the language continuum and we 
differentiate accordingly. 

The Language II Curriculum makes a significant contribution 
not only to the development of communicative competences, 
but also to social and civic competences and to the students’ 
cultural awareness and expression. Language learning gives 
pupils a good base for acquiring other languages and for 
developing their individual personalities. 

This (digital) guide includes hyperlinks to external sources 
such as regulations and videos.

Guillaume Roux
Second Language Coordinator
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The aim of second language learning

The L2 programme is based on the Common European Framework for Languages (CEFL)  
and is harmonised between the three L2 languages of English, French and German.  
The aim of L2 pupils by the end of the Primary cycle is to reach an A2 level in all of the five 
competencies;
• Listening
• Spoken Interaction
• Spoken Production
• Reading 
• Writing
There are six levels in total – A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, C2.  

For a pupil following the European school curriculum from the beginning of Primary they 
should reach A1 level around Primary 3, and achieving A2 level would be the aim in P5.
Only a few pupils can reach B1 level in Primary due to maturity and the complexity of the 
requirements skills (especially in reading and writing).
Pupils with a clear A2 level (in the 5 competencies) are challenged and stimulated to acquire 
some of the B1 competencies as appropriate and go into more depth in the A2 competencies.

L2 Curriculum
L2 tuition is based on a curriculum and three syllabuses, one for each of the three  
L2 languages (English, French and German).

CEFL levels 

Language 
activity

A1 A2 B1

Listening and 
understanding

Pupils can recognize 
familiar words and very 
basic phrases.

Pupils can understand 
phrases and the highest 
frequency vocabulary 
related to areas of most 
immediate personal 
relevance.

Pupils can understand 
the main points of clear 
standard speech on 
familiar matters regularly 
encountered in school, 
leisure, etc.

Spoken 
interaction

Pupils can interact in a 
simple way provided the 
other person is prepared 
to repeat or rephrase 
things at a slower rate  
of speech and help 
formulate of immediate 
need or on very familiar 
topics.

Pupils can communicate 
in simple and routine 
tasks requiring a simple 
and direct tasks 
exchange of information 
on familiar topics and 
activities.

Pupils can deal with 
most situations likely to 
arise whilst travelling in 
an area where the 
language is spoken. 

Spoken 
production

Pupils can use simple 
phrases and sentences 
to describe where they 
live and people they 
know.

Pupils can use a  
series of phrases and 
sentences to describe in 
simple terms family and 
other people, living 
conditions, educational 
background.

Pupils can connect 
phrases in a simple way 
in order to describe 
experiences and events, 
dreams, hopes and 
ambitions. 

Reading Pupils can understand 
familiar names,  
words and very simple 
sentences.

Pupils can independently 
understand and read 
short, simple texts. 

Pupils can read and 
understand a wide range 
of texts in a variety of 
formats.
Pupils can identify and 
extract information.

Writing Pupils can write simple 
words, phrases and, with 
support, short sentences.

Pupils can independently 
write short, simple texts 
using different sources 
of reference. 

They can choose the 
appropriate form of 
writing for a particular 
task, organising and 
re-drafting content and 
ideas to produce a 
coherently and largely 
accurate piece of 
writing.

Reference: 

The basic proficiency level in the different cycles at the European School (Early Years, Primary  
and Secondary) is described at length in this document: ‘Basic Proficiency Level’ approved by  
the European Schools Board of Governors.

You can find more detailed information about the European Common Framework for Languages  
in the full document here.

English Syllabus LII  
Primary Cycle

L2 Curriculum

Programme Français LII 
Cycle Primaire

Lehrplan Zweite Sprache 
Deutsch Primarbereich

A
Basic User

A1
Breakthrough

A2
Waystage

B1
Threshold

B2
Vantage

C1
Effective 

Operational 
Proficiency

C2
Mastery

B
Independent User

C
Proficient User

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8BrkjyFaEg&index=9&list=PLJmEREKFYU8U_GYsj0c-nR56iVp4q1ud4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3sMKNwtxWQg&list=PLJmEREKFYU8U_GYsj0c-nR56iVp4q1ud4&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWLSKq5XFE4&index=7&list=PLJmEREKFYU8U_GYsj0c-nR56iVp4q1ud4
https://www.eursc.eu/Documents/2013-08-D-11-en-1.pdf
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2013-01-D-31-en-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2013-01-D-31-en-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2012-08-D-13-en-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2012-09-D-46-fr-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2012-09-D-46-fr-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2013-01-D-32-de-2.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/Syllabuses/2013-01-D-32-de-2.pdf
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Overview of languages and subjects 

This diagram shows the development of language learning and subjects through the  
different cycles at the European School.

  

  

Early Years  
EY1 – EY2

Primary 
P1 – P2

Primary 
P3 – P5

Secondary 
S1 – S3

Secondary 
S4 – S5**

Secondary 
S6 – S7**

ART

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION

ICT

ART

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION

ICT

ART

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION

ICT

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION

ICT

EARLY  
EDUCATION

CURRICULUM 
(EEC)

DISCOVERY OF  
THE WORLD

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION

ICT

ART

DISCOVERY OF  
THE WORLD

PHYSICAL  
EDUCATION

ICT

INTEGRATED 
SCIENCE

PHYSICS PHYSICS

MATHEMATICS 
ADVANCED

MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS 
3 OR 5NUMERACY MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS 

4 OR 6

BIOLOGY BIOLOGY

CHEMISTRY CHEMISTRY

LATIN

LABS: SCIENCES

DRAMA

LATIN LATIN

ART

HUMAN  
SCIENCE  

(IN L2 FROM S3)

ECONOMICS

PHILOSOPHY

EUROPEAN 
HOURS

ETHICS  
(IN L2 FROM S3) ETHICS ETHICS

ECONOMICS

HISTORY HISTORY

GEOGRAPHY GEOGRAPHY

LITERACY (LSL*) LITERACY (LSL*) LITERACY (LSL*)

DUTCH AS  
ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE

DUTCH AS  
ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE

DUTCH AS  
ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE

LANGUAGE 1LANGUAGE 1 LANGUAGE 1 LANGUAGE 1 LANGUAGE 1 LANGUAGE 1

LANGUAGE 2LANGUAGE 2 LANGUAGE 2 LANGUAGE 2 LANGUAGE 2

LANGUAGE  
3 / 4 / 5

LANGUAGE  
3 / 4LANGUAGE 3

MUSICMUSIC MUSICMUSIC MUSIC MUSIC

Taught through 
the LSL

Taught through 
Language 1

 

Taught through 
Language 2

Taught in mixed
language sections

*  LSL denotes Language 
Section Language.

**

  

Because of the large number 
of options to build a package 
in S4-S7, only the subjects 
are listed. 

 

Taught through 
Language 3 / 4 / 5

Reference: 

“No language may be studied at more 
than one level simultaneously and different 
languages may not be studied at the same 
level simultaneously. Level means L1, L2, 
L3, L4 and L5.” 

Organisation of studies and courses in 
European Schools (p5).

example

Agatha’s  
L2 choice  

at the ESH
early years Meet Agatha, she is a happy pupil 
who just enrolled in our French language section 
in Early Years 1. The family has just come from 
France. Like all EY pupils, she is following Dutch 
as an Additional Language (DAL) lessons, the 
language of the host country and she is 
exposed to English as a vehicular language of 
the school.

primary 1 – 2 When Agatha enrolled in the 
school her parents chose English (being one  
of the three vehicular languages of the 
European Union) as her Language 2. Now that 
she’s been promoted to the Primary, she 
receives L2 lessons every day for 30 minutes 
with an English L2 teacher. She is learning 
songs, games and how to build up basic daily 
sentences. She is continuing to receive DAL and 
practice it every day in and outside the school.

primary 3 – 5 With her promotion into P3, 
Agatha is now receiving a subject called 
“European Hours”, during this time she explores 
European culture and history but receives tuition 
through her L2 (English) for the first time.  
She has 45 minutes of English L2 every day 
and starts to write short text and even do 
presentations to her L2 class. Her Dutch is  
quite good as she has been learning it for  
5 years already.

secondary Next year she will move to 
Secondary and will have to choose a 3rd 

language. Will it be Spanish or German?

https://www.eursc.eu/BasicTexts/2011-01-D-33-en-9.pdf
https://www.eursc.eu/BasicTexts/2011-01-D-33-en-9.pdf
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L2 Options

L2 is compulsory for all primary students from Year 1 to Year 5. Students may choose one  
of the three vehicular languages of the European Schools: English, French or German.  
The language chosen must be different from that studied as L1*. Once chosen, the L2 will  
be studied until S7.

Language Section L2 English L2 French L2 German

Dutch Section √ √ √

English Section - √ √

French Section √ - √

German Section √ √ -

Spanish Section √ √ √

“The Learning 
Continuum can be used 
for teachers to 
determine pupils’ 
starting points in terms 
of their LII oracy and 
literacy and for defining 
the interim steps to take 
towards the next 
learning outcomes they 
each need to aim for in 
order to advance their 
competency.”

l2 curriculum p.16

Primary L2 schedule 
This table shows how many hours in total are spent on L2 learning in the Primary cycle,  
showing the increase from Primary 2 to Primary 3.

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5

Length of Lesson 30 min 30 min 45 min 45 min 45 min

Numbers of days a week 5 5 5 5 5

Total hours per week 2.5 2.5 3.75 3.75 3.75

Additional L2 subject European 
Hours 

European 
Hours 

European 
Hours 

Topics 
Regardless of the group, pupils follow the same curriculum and the same planning in  
the 3 languages. Some parents find it interesting to know what topics are coming up in the 
language learning in case there are any opportunities to support the school language  
learning with activities at home or on holiday. 

P1 - P2 topics P3 - P4 topics P5 topics

School and classroom Daily activities Pupils and their school

Family and relationships School Pupils and their family and 
friends

European countries  
and nationalities 

Travelling, Landscapes  
and Continents

Pupils and their free-time

Home Celebrations History and past events

Seasons and weather Frogs, Knights and Princess Pupils and their well being

Clothes and colors Modern family and family  
from yesterday 

Pupils and the world of fantasy

Animals Music, rhythms and  
instruments 

Pupils and the world around 
them

Food and alimentation Job and professions Movies that matters

Sports and activities Arts / At the museum  

City and shops Doctor, body parts and 
sickness 

 

 

*  Exeption:  
When a pupil is following an L1 that is not the language of the section,  
then the pupil has to follow L2 tuition in the language of the section. 
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L2 learning

Language learning is a very complex, holistic process and pupils will achieve a variety of 
competences. Our approach, guided by our curriculum provides a framework of learning 
objectives taking into consideration the communicative, linguistic, cultural and dynamic  
aspects of language learning. 

There is progressive learning from P1 to P5 with implementation of the language in activities 
suited to the age range. 

•  P1 – P2 the Discovery years in which lessons are about acquiring basic vocabulary and basic 
writing learning through games, songs, role play and craft activities.  

•  P3 – P4 focusses on the Consolidation of Skills by acquiring a broader range of vocabulary, 
structured sentences, pronunciation and some grammar points beginning to be formalized 
(according to language specification). This is largely done through writing activities and the 
beginning of presentation-style activities. 

•  P5 This year is used to strengthen vocabulary, assure basic language structures are known 
and mastered and that all pupils are able to work increasingly independently in preparation 
for Secondary school. There is also an increase of cross-curricula topics, such as History and 
Geography.

Organisation of classes

When it is possible and relevant, L2 classes are organized into ability groups linked to the  
ECFL (A1, A2, B1).The purpose of the ability groups is to place children in the best learning 
environment to support the progress of their L2 competencies. When applying the grouping, 
the pupils’ ability in five competencies (Listening/Understanding, Spoken Interaction,  
Spoken Production, Reading, and Writing) is taken into consideration as well as the number  
of pupils. The overlap between the different ability groups can be very tight. Within one class, 
the linguistic scope can be large and therefore differentiation is always necessary. 

Differentiation can be delivered in a number of ways;
•  by instruction (complex/simplified)
•  by spoken interaction (basic/detailed)
•  by progressive activities (2 to 4 levels)
•  by additional tasks
•  by team work (leading/supporting)
•  by peer work 
•  by ICT 

It is important to know that even in the higher level groups, the L2 content and approach will 
never follow an L1 curriculum. 

L2 teachers

All L2 teachers are experienced language teachers. They teach all year groups from P1 to P5.  
All English, French and German class teachers will teach at least six months of L2 or support  
in L2 classes in their year level. 

“Different activities 
require different 
strategies. There should 
be provision for whole 
class, group, pair and 
individual work as 
appropriate. Where 
appropriate, children will 
work in mixed or similar 
ability groups, and also, 
form their own groups.” 

english l2 syllabus p.8
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Progress and Support

What can you do to support your child in their L2 learning?
By reading this guide you can be confident that you have a good understanding of the 
approach to L2 teaching and learning at our school. You might find the guidelines and  
tips below helpful if you want to support your child further in their L2 development.

Homework
Our guideline for homework in L2 learning is 15 minutes (P1/2 pupils) to 25 minutes  
(P3 – P4 pupils) maximum per week. 

Assessment is a combination of the following;
• L2 teachers carry out continuous formative assessment through the class activities  

completed for the 5 competencies
• There are two report cards during the school year (February and June) 
• Your child will participate in (+/-) 10 self-assessment activities throughout the school year; 

these are held after every topic
• Pupils in P4 – P5 participate in the European Certifications

How to support your child with their L2 learning
• Ask your child questions about L2
• Be connected to the L2 class Dojo for regular updates
• L2 folders will be sent home on regular bases: check, sign and comment L2 folder
• Encourage your child to borrow books from the school library in their L2
• Take part in activities in your child’s L2 at home eg. Watching cartoons, listening to  

music, reading stories
• Travel to the L2 country 

Contact information

If you have any questions regarding your 
child’s linguistic development, please contact 
the relevant L2 teacher and/or L2 coordinator.

Any questions about Second Language (L2)  
at the ESH can be directed to our Second 
Language Coordinator Guillaume Roux: 
g.roux@eshthehague.nl 

https://www.classdojo.com/
mailto:g.roux%40eshthehague.nl%20?subject=


One language 
sets you in a 

corridor for life. 
Two languages 

open every 
door along the 

way.

– Frank Smith To Think: In Language,  
Learning and Education
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